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ABSTRACT

The aims in this study was to find out whether there was significantly correlation
and contribution or not among self concept, reading attitude and reading
comprehension achievement. The population was the undergraduate of English
education study program in academic years of 2020/2021.Total sampling
technique used to take a sample of this study which consisted of 64 students The
technique for collecting the data were questionnaires and test. In analyzing the
data, correlation and regression analysis were used. Based on statistical analysis, it
was found that correlation coefficient level between self concept and reading
comprehension was the r-value (0.258) was higher than r-table (0.242). Then the
level of probability (p) significance (sig.2-tailed) was 0.000. It means p-value
(0.039) was lower than (0.05). it can concluded that there was significant
correlation and contribution between self concept and reading comprehension
achievement. Meanwhile, the correlation coefficient or the r-value (0.037) was
lower than r-table (0.242), level probability (p) significant (sig.2-tailed) was
0.000. It means that p-value (0.727>0.05). It can concluded that there was not
significant correlation between reading attitude toward reading comprehension
achievement. The result regression analysis of the students’ self concept
contribute students’ reading comprehension achievement significantly with t-
value (2.068) was higher than t-table (1.669) with sig.value (0.043) was lower
than probability value (0.05). It means there was contribute of students’ self
concept toward reading comprehension.

Keywords: Correlation, self concept, reading attitude, reading comprehension
achievement.



CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents: (1) background of the study, (2) problems of the
study, (3) limitations of problem, (4) formulations of the problems, (5) objectives

of the study, (6) significances of the study.

1.1  Background of the Study

Language is very important in social life because language has a tight
position to every part of life. Nobody lives perfectly without language as an
instrument, because language is the main way of people to communicate each
other, without language human beings cannot express their feeling and
communicate to other people.

There are many languages known all over the world. One of them is
English. English has been spoken in many countries as a native, second or foreign
languages. In Indonesia, English is considered as a first foreign language and
taught formally from elementary school up to the university level. English has
been considered as a foreign language in Indonesia, meaning that it is a language
for communication, both in written and oral (Mattarima & Hamdan, 2011).

English is one of the compulsory subjects in Indonesian school. One of the
aims in English teaching and learning process is the mastery of the four language
skills. Listening, speaking, reading, and writing are the four skills. English is an
international language that is spoken all over the world.. English is used in many
fields of life such as in politics, economics, social and education. Therefore,

English as a language international communication is clearly needed by many



learners to deliver throught and interact in a variety of situation. A language is a
system of traditional vocal signs that humans use to communicate. This
description contains a number of key words, each of which is discussed in depth.
Those terms are system, signs, vocal, conventional, human, communicate (Algeo,
2005, p .2).

As a language of science, technology, and foreign communication, English
plays a vital role on the international stage. It is crucial to be mastered since
recently compared to any other languages in the world. Thus, it is important that
English to be learnt by students. The goal of English teaching is primarily
developing students competences in four skills, such as reading, writing,
listening, and speaking. According to Haq (2014), ‘‘Reading skill is one of the
standard skills in English that must be achieved at all levels in education,
including at the elementary school level’’. Through reading skills, students are
expected to be able to read and understand the contents of reading text. In learning
English, beginner readers are difficult to comprehend reading passages. These
difficulties caused by the mastery of vocabulary and grammar, and the lenght of
the text that makes self concept and reading attitude decreased.

There are several areas in which education may be changed. One of them
is students' reading abilities, as reading is a common skill that can help them learn
in a variety of ways. Knowing the students' attitudes toward reading enables the
teacher to detect the causes of the weaknesses of their students in reading.
Regarding this situation, a number of teachers should be more sensitive to design

an appropriate material or create fun reading activities in order to grow or spread



students positive attitudes or alter student negative attitude to positive attitude
towards reading.

Sismiati (2012) assumed that reading is an important activity and
becomes more important in this modern world, when the development in every
life aspect occurs very quickly. In addition, Subyantoro (2011, p. 9) stated that
reading is a skill that will gradually become the everyday behavior of a person.
Reading also to be just right so that the messages contained on the readings
carried on the reader. Students’ reading comprehension imperative for a long-life
learning and success. Reading comprehension text is just on how well students
read, in including the accuracy of pronounciation and students intonation.
However, reading comprehension itself is an activity can improve and make
understanding of the meaning of a text which could then translate and through its
on language. Futhermore, such understanding can be beneficial to others.

Based on research conducted by Hanna Sundari at the PGRI University
Jakarta, in her research entitled “ EFL Adult Learners Reading attitude and
Reading Comprehension: A Preliminary study”. This results of the study found
that most of the students had a positive attitude towards reading. Then, students
who are not positive get reading test scores that are higher than those with
negative attitudes. Positive feelings towards reading can influence them to read
read. This is consistent with the research of Walberg and Tsai in 1983 and 1985
(Partin & Gillespie, 63) which concluded that a positive attitude towards reading
is one of the strongest means of reading achievement. These results also support

what Brown said that a positive attitude towards a language will lead to an



integrative orientation in learning it; in the context of understanding to understand
and empathize with it (Brown, 2000, 181). A positive attitude of reading
motivates students to understand and empathize with reading activities.

Self concept may be defined as the assuredness about the people
themselves, their personal attributes, and their strengths and weakness (Mc Devitt
& Ormrod, 2004). Meanwhile, Purkey (1998) cited in Fitriani (2007) defined it as
the totality of a complex, organized, and dynamic system of learned assuredness,
attitudes and opinion that each person bolds to be true about his or her personal
presence. In other words, self concept is important as the factors in developing
and coping student’s strenghts and weakness as well as the assuredness that a
person hold about him or herself. According to McLaughlin et al., ( 2005, as cited
in IEA , 2012) describe that because motivation to learn to read includes feeling
that one can succceed, it is important for students to have a strong self concept
about their reading attitude in order to continue on current levels of learning to
move to higher plateaus.

Reading attitude is described as a positive or negative attitude toward
reading that leads to the adoption or avoidance of good reading habits. Another
definition of reading attitude is a system of feeling related to reading which
causes the learner to approach or avoid a reading situation. The formation of a
students’ good reading attitude starts at home for it is where literacy awareness
begins. When it comes to reading, attitude refers to a state of mind followed by
feelings and emotions that make reading more or less likely (Smith 1990). As

defined by Lawal (2008), the three key types of attitudes related to reading



behaviors are attitudes to intensive, literary, and comprehensive reading. A
reading attitude is a collection of feelings about reading that influences how a
student approaches or avoids a reading situation (Alexander & Filler, 1976;
Verhouven & Snow,2001). It is important to understand the attitude students have
toward reading for two major reasons. One, attitude can effect the level of reading
ability that a students puts into reading as well as the effort they put into their
practice. The other factor is how one’s attitude can effect if they choose to read or
not. Even students we are fluent readers but have poor attitudes will choose to do
something else rather than if they heave the option. This choice is now known as a
literacy ( McKenna, Kear, Ellsworth, 1995).

Typically, Marsh and Yeung (1997, p.22) said that positive atitude and
high self concept towards reading are linked to higher attaintment in reading. In
contracs, negative attitude and low self concept towards reading are linkedto
lower attaintment in reading. Therefore, the students need to know how much to
they are motivated in reading and they reflect themselves toward reading. Self
concept has been recognized as both an important educational outcome.

Therefore, the writer has an eagerness to choose English Education study
program of Tridinanti University as a setting to conduct the research because it
has a program about English development for students’ reading skill, the students
should have taken reading course. Hastuti (2018), found that students knowledge
on self concept was very weak. Similar to this idea, Dita (2019) in her finding also

found that students were lack of knowledge on reading attitude toward reading



comprehension. Therefore, the writer concluded that the students were lack of
knowledge about self concept, reading atttitude, and reading comprehension.
Thus, based on the problems above, the writer initiatied to conduct a
research with the title” The Correlation among Self Concept, Reading Attitude
and Reading Comprehension Achievement of English Education Study Program

Students of Tridinanti University Palembang”.

1.2 Problems of the Study
1.2.1 Limitation of Problem
The limitation of this study was focused on the self concept,
reading attitude and reading comprehension achievement of English
Education study program students of Faculty of Teacher and Training

Tridinanti University of Palembang.

1.2.2 Formulations of the Problems

The writer formulated the problems as follows :

1. Was there any significant correlation between self concept and reading
comprehension achievement of English education study program
students of Tridinanti University Palembang?

2. Was there any significant correlation between reading atttitude and
reading comprehension achievement of English education study

program students of Tridinanti University Palembang?



3. How much do self concept and reading attitude contribute toward
reading comprehension achievement of English education study

program students of Tridinanti University Palembang.

1.3 Objectives of the Study

Dealing with the formulation of the problem, the objectives of the study

were as follows :

1. To find out whether or not there was a significant correlation between
self concept and reading comprehension achievement of English
education study program students of Tridinanti University Palembang.

2. To find out whether or not there was a significant correlation between
reading atttitude and reading comprehension achievement of English
education study program students of Tridinanti University of
Palembang.

3. To find out how much self concept and reading attitude contribute
toward reading comprehension achievement of English education study

program students of Tridinanti University Palembang.

1.4 Significances of the Study
The writer hopes that after completing this study, it would give some
benefits for school, teacher, students and writer in order to develop English

teaching and learning activity.



(1) For the students
The process of the research would be useful for the students, as the aim of
this study was to improve reading students’ skill in reading comprehension.
Students get good experience and knowledge in how to understand the texts

or material in reading comprehension achievement.

(2) For the teachers

The result of the study is a reference for the teacher, to what extent
students’s reading skill who are taught by self concept and reading
attitude. Teacher can be more creative and it would be giving a good

impact to make a students more attracted and interest to learn English.

(3) For the school

The result of this study would give a good contribution to the development
of teaching reading skill for reading comprehension achievement,

especially to English study program of Tridinanti University Palembang.

(4) For the writer herself

By conducting this study, it would increase the writer’s knowledge on self
concept, reading attitude and reading comprehension achievement. For

other reseachers, it would be as a reference in conducting their research.
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