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ABSTRACT 

This study was aimed to find out whether or not there was any significant 

difference in speaking skill between the students’ who were taught by using 

Round Robin technique and those who were not. There were 66 students of tenth 

grade students of SMK-PPN Sembawa involved in this study as the sample. They 

were divided into two groups, experimental and control groups, both groups 

consisted of 33 students. This study used quasi non equivalent group design. The 

experimental group where taught by using Round Robin technique meanwhile the 

control group were taught by using lecturing method. The result showed that the 

mean score of experimental group increased from 70,88 in pre test to 78,67 in post 

test. Furthermore, the result of independent t-test from experimental group and 

control group shown that the t-obtained was 2,625 and it was higher than t-table 

1,9977. It means that there was any significant difference between experimental 

and control groups which was caused by Round Robin technique given to the 

experimental group. It can be concluded that there was significant difference 

between students who were taught using Round Robin technique and students 

who were not. 

Keywords: Round Robin technique, speaking skill, descriptive text 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter discusses about (1) background of the study, (2) problem of 

the study, (3) objective of the study, and (4) significances of the study. 

1.1  Background of the Study 

Speaking is one of the productive skills that must be learned by students. 

Brown (2001) states that speaking as an interactive process of constructing 

meaning that involves producing, receiving, and processing speech of sounds as 

main instruments. Additionally, Brown (2001) clarifies that somebody who is able 

to speak a language it means that s/he is able to bring out on a reasonable 

conversation competently. In addition, Cameron (2005) states that speaking is 

used to express meaning so that other people can make sense of them. In other 

words, speaking is an important skill that is used to communicate with other 

people. 

Speaking is one of the four language skills (reading, writing, listening and 

speaking). It means that learners can communicate with others to achieve certain 

goals or to express their opinions, intentions, hopes and viewpoints. Moreover, if 

one is able to communicate well s/he will be able to interact with many people, go 

to many places without having any obstacles, work in any job field because 

speaking is a key to pass the interview test. Speaking is one of the important skills 

in language learning besides listening, writing and reading. In the education 
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aspect, students are expected to speak English fluently in order to follow 

technological developments. 

Meanwhile, Brown (2001) assumed that the interactional nature of spoken 

language requires the speaker’s ability to use motor-perceptive skills, which deals 

with correctly using the sounds and structures of the language, and interactional 

skills, such as body language, gesture, physical distance, eye contact and other 

nonverbal messages. Therefore, EFL students should acquire the knowledge of 

how native speakers use language in the context of structured interpersonal 

exchanges in which many factors interact.  

According to the English Proficiency Index (2018), Indonesia is in the 51st 

rank among 88 countries in the world. The results showed English proficiency of 

Indonesian is still low. Therefore, it was important for the teachers to encourage 

and motivate the students to learn English especially in speaking. However, 

speaking remains the most difficult skill to master for the majority of English 

learners and they are still incompetent in communicating orally in English (Zhang, 

2009).  In addition, Rabab’ah (2005) points out there are many factors that cause 

difficulties in speaking English.  Some of these factors were related to the learners 

themselves, the teaching strategies, the curriculum, and the environment. For 

example, many learners lack the necessary vocabulary to convey their meaning 

across, as a consequence, they could not keep the interaction going.  

Related to the importance of speaking, it is not easy for the teacher to 

teach speaking in the classroom. In fact, most of the students are reluctant to 

speak up in the classroom and they have low motivation. In addition, Harmer 
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(2007) states that some of the students are reluctant to speak because they feel 

nervous about expressing themselves in front of other people. Futhermore, 

Febrianti (2011) stated that speaking is considered as a difficult skill to develop 

because of the students’ lack of exposures, lack of confidence, and lack of 

motivation. 

Based on the writer’s interview with some students and the teacher of 

SMK-PPN Sembawa, it was found that the students’ speaking skill was still low 

particularly in giving an opinion. Although the students had a good score in other 

skills such as writing, reading and listening but students still had difficulties in 

speaking English. It probably happened because they had a lack of motivation to 

speak and seldom practiced their English. It is a big duty for the teacher to 

improve their speaking ability. 

Regarding to the problems above, the teacher found the appropriate 

technique of teaching speaking. The teacher played an important role to create 

interesting teaching and learning process. In this research, the writer used Round 

Robin technique to solve the problem of speaking. Round Robin technique formed 

a small group and each group consists of four or six members. Then, all groups 

made around. Each member shared about a topic which had determined by the 

teacher. Thus, the purpose of this technique was to make students have a chance 

to speak out. It indicated that each member proposed his or her opinion about the 

topic in their own group. Furthermore, the writer assured that Round Robin 

technique could enhance the knowledge of students because they would share 

their knowledge among friends related to the topic. 
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According to Sulaiman (2016), Round Robin technique encourages 

students’ interaction. Furthermore, this technique minimized the grammatical 

mistakes in speaking because there was a teacher’s feedback at the end of the 

meeting. In addition, the speaker of each group talked about the same topic 

several times so that it made them easy to remember the words and pronounce the 

words. Therefore, this strategy could involve all students to be active.  

Previous research conducted by Syafryadin, Rahmawati and Widiastuti 

(2013) found that using Round Robin technique could improve the students’ 

speaking achievement. The result of the study on the evaluation of each cycle 

showed that each cycle indicated the improvement of the students speaking 

achievement from cycle one to cycle two. Furthermore, in the first cycle students 

got some problems but in the second cycle after a good interaction between the 

teacher and students the problems could be solved well.  

In this study, the concept of Round Robin technique allowed students to 

speak accurately and fluently like native speakers, to speak fluently and accurately 

they must have enough vocabularies, expressions and be able to share opinions. 

Round Robin technique was used because this kind of technique has been done by 

previous researchers Agustuningrum (2011) and Hasanah (2017), both studies 

revealed that Round Robin technique was effective to improve students’ speaking 

skill. 

Therefore, the writer was interested in conducting research entitled 

“Improving Students’ Speaking Skill by Using Round Robin Technique to the 

Tenth Grade Students of SMK Pertanian Pembangunan Negeri Sembawa”. 
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1.2 The Problems of the Study 

From the background of the study, there were some problems concerning 

with the speaking skills. Those problems could be stated as follows: (1) the lack 

motivation in learning a speaking skill (2) the lack of vocabulary mastery (3) the 

lack of knowledge in grammar (4) the use of a conventional method that made 

students bored toward teaching and learning process and (5) the limited time for 

students to speak English. 

1.2.1 Limitation of the Problem 

In this study, the writer focused on the use of Round Robin technique to 

improve the tenth-grade students speaking skill at SMK Pertanian Pembangunan 

Sembawa. On the bases of Curriculum 2013 for the tenth grade students by 

teaching descriptive text material. 

1.2.2  Formulation of the Problem 

The writer formulated the problem as follow: “was there any significant 

difference in speaking skill between the students’ who were taught by using 

Round Robin technique and those who were not to the tenth-grade students of 

SMK Pertanian Pembangunan Negeri Sembawa? 

1.3 The Objective of the Study 

Dealing with the formulation of the problem, the objective of the study 

was to find out whether or not there was any significant difference in speaking 

skill between the students’ who were taught through Round Robin technique and 
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those who were not to the tenth-grade students of SMK Pertanian Pembangunan 

Negeri Sembawa. 

1.4  Significances of the Study 

Hopefully, this study gave some benefits for school, teacher, students and 

writer herself to develop English teaching and learning activity. 

(1) For school  

The result of this study could give a good contribution to the development 

of teaching speaking, especially to SMK Pertanian Pembangunan Negeri 

Sembawa.  

(2) For teachers  

The result of this study was useful for the teachers of English. The teachers 

could try a new method for teaching speaking as well as help them to apply a 

different technique. Teachers could be more creative and it could give a good 

impact to make students more attracted and interested in learning English. 

(3) For students  

The process of the research was useful for the students, as the aim of this 

study was to improve students’ speaking skill.  

(4) For writer herself  

The process of the research was very useful for the writer to improve the 

writer’s teaching performance in the class. The writer was involved in the 

students’ problems as well as aware of their problems in learning English and try 

to solve the problems. The result of this study also could develop and improve the 

writer’s ability in teaching speaking. 



7 
 

(5) For the other Researchers 

 The result of this study was useful for other researchers because this study 

can become a reference for other researchers to make the same research with 

better results. 
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