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ABSTRACT 

  

This study aimed to find out the relationship between thinking styles and writing 

achievement, how much thinking styles contributed to the students’ writing 

achievement. This study used correlational research design. The sample was 

selected by using purposive sample technique, consisting of 55 students. The data 

were collected by administering thinking styles questionnaire and writing 

achievement test. The data obtained were analyzed by using Pearson Product 

Moment and Regression significant relationship between thinking styles and 

writing achievement of the eleventh graders of SMA Islam Az-Zahra Palembang 

and it categorized as low correlation. Moreover, thinking styles strategy contributed 

as much 31%. This means that the significant value of the correlation was included 

in the low category. In addition, the significant coefficient was -0.176 lower than 

alpha value 0.05 there was no significant correlation. The Pearson Correlation of 

students’ thinking styles and writing achievement was 0 .199 indicates in low 

category correlation. It means the correlation coefficient was found to be 

insignificant. It also implies there was no statistically significant relationship 

between thinking styles and their writing achievement. The null hypothesis (Ho) 

was accepted and the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was rejected, as determined by the 

writer. 

 

Keywords: relationship thinking styles, writing achievement 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents: (1) background; (2) problems of the study; (3) 

objectives of the study; and (4) significances of the study. 

1.1 Background 

 Language as a means of communication plays a very important role in 

people’s lives. Without language, there is no communication between people. 

According to Santosa (2011, p. 2) and Lacan et al. (2020) language is basically 

speech. That is later development of writing. It is universal among people who use 

it for perform various life activities. It’s such a common phenomenon that we 

always take it for granted. It is universal among those who use it for various 

activities in life. It is a very common phenomenon always taken it for granted. 

Nowadays, people can communicate with each other easily, not only with the 

people of our country but also with the people of the world. English is a language 

spoken by people in most countries around the world. A good command of English 

is considered advantageous and can bring a lot of benefits in many ways. Harmer 

(2001) and Beattie and Ellis (2017) suggest that they need some language as a 

common language for communication between two people who do not share the 

same language; one of these Lingua Franca is English. 

There are four skills in learning English such as writing, speaking, reading 

and listening. According to Nunan (2003, p. 88) and Maupomé, D et al. (2020) 

writing is the mental act of inventing ideas, figuring out how to express them, and 

organizing them into statements or paragraphs that the reader can understand.  
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Writing is one of the important skills of a language. Mastering one of this 

skill will help students learn other skills. For example, when students are asked to 

say something in front of the class or a group discussion, they write down their 

meanings first and how to say them in a good way.  

Today, having a good mastering in writing achievement play a pivotal rule in 

achieving success Marzban (2014) and Betoni and Ulfaika (2020) especially 

because students can become more confident by mastering their writing 

achievements. The student participates in the essay contest and becomes a good 

judge for her classmates under other skills, which are basic language skills essential 

for academic success, basic requirements for civic life, and participation in the 

global economy (Graham & Perrin, 2007) and Rowntree, D. (2015) among other 

skills, writing is considered the most important difficult competence in language 

teaching and learning processes. It needs a student spelling and punctuation, 

sentence structure, vocabulary, and sales development.  

The first reason writing is considered difficult is to make a well-organized 

writer should be able to use rational thinking, Mardasari (2008) and Baron, J. (2020) 

suggest rational thinking or what it is commonly called logic plays a dominant role 

in trying to write well.  

The second reason why students need to be able to use their rational thinking 

to create well-organized text. It can be said that everyone has their own style of 

write. When the teacher suggests a topic and asks the students to write a paragraph, 

that passage is likely that what one student writes is not the same as what others 

perceive maybe it’s their way of thinking. (Yulia, 2017).  
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Stenberg and Zhang (2001) and Usmonov, M. (2023) defined a thinking style 

as the way individuals who like to process information and participate in a certain 

task are basic and decisive work areas. Style is an element of individual difference 

that receives special attention. Style is a term refers to consistent and rather 

enduring tendencies or preferences within an individual (Brown, 2007). 

According Zang (2001) and Chick, N. (2016) learning styles and other 

individual differences such as self-concept also affect student achievement. Besides 

learning style and self-concept, thinking style is also a differentiating factor of 

individuals that attracts the attention of researchers. Many theories of thinking 

styles have been put forward. 

Sternberg (1997) and Costa et al. (2020) identified thirteen distinct thinking 

styles that incorporate aspects of cognitive problem-solving and coping strategies. 

According Zang (2001), these thinking styles were found to predict positive 

academic outcomes as well as better traditional measures; such as personality, 

motivation, and learning method.  

When writing is successful, people with their thinking styles (Sternberg, 1997) 

and Cuevas (2020) is tempting to engage in tasks that provide opportunities for 

developing interpersonal relationships that students with their thinking styles. 

Thinking style refers to a preference for tasks that allow for social interaction and 

cooperation (Sari, 2017). Therefore, students with their thinking style can discuss 

what they want to write to their colleagues and ask them to give feedback on their 

writing. 

Based on the preliminary study by informal interview with one of the teachers 

of English and 32 students at SMA Islam Az-Zahra Palembang. The writer asked 
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the teacher about the students’ problem in learning English and the students’ 

problem in writing. The results showed that the students were very difficult in 

writing English because in writing the students were lazy to think about something, 

the students could not create a well-organized writing achievement, and also the 

students did not know some vocabularies. 

The teacher of English in SMA Islam Az-Zahra Palembang agreed that 

writing is the most problem which faced by the students. The students’ problem in 

writing English is the difficulties in applying writing texts. They did not know how 

to figure out particularly the components of the text, such as main idea, topic 

sentences, detail of the text and also the conclusion.  

Based on the above descriptions, the researcher was interested in conducting 

the research entitled “The Relationship between Thinking Styles  and Writing 

Achievement of the Eleventh Graders of SMA Islam Az-Zahra Palembang”.  

 

1.1.1  Limitation of Study  

This study focused on thinking style and writing achievement which 

involved the eleventh graders of SMA Islam Az-Zahra Palembang in the academic 

year 2022/2023. 

 

1.2 Problem of the Study 

 Based on the background stated above, the problems of the study were 

formulated in the following questions: 

1) Was there any significant relationship between thinking styles and writing 

achievement of the eleventh graders of SMA Islam Az-Zahra Palembang? 
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2) How much did thinking styles influence their writing achievement? 

 1.3 Objectives of the Study 

 Based on the problem above, the objectives of this study were: 

1. To find out whether or not there was a significant relationship between 

thinking styles and writing achievement of the eleventh graders of 

SMA Islam Az-Zahra Palembang. 

2. To find out how much thinking styles influenced their writing 

achievement. 

1.4  Significance of the Study 

Hopefully, the results of this study would give contribution and benefits to 

teachers, students, other researchers, and the writer: 

1. For Teachers 

Hopefully, this study would provide useful information for English 

teacher about the importance of students’ thinking styles, in order to 

help the students in improving writing achievement. 

2. For Students 

The results of this study could motivate the students in learning 

English especially in thinking styles and exposure their ability writing 

achievement. 

3. For Other Researchers 

The result of the study could be a reference for other researchers in 

conducting further research about relationship between thinking styles 

and writing achievement. Hopefully, this study would be the answer 

to the writer’s curiosity about how to help students in using thinking 
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styles in their writing achievement. It is also hoped that this study 

could assist other researchers who want to conduct similar research 

about the relationship between thinking styles and writing 

achievement. 
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