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ABSTRACT 

 

This study focused on finding out the correlation between reading comprehension 
and writing ability. This study was conducted using correlation research design. 
The population of this study investigated the tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 
11 Palembang with the total number were 482 students. In selecting the sample of 
this study, cluster random sampling technique was implemented. There were 147 
students participated as the sample. The writer collected data by using two 
instruments from reading and writing test. The result of this study showed that the 
level of students’ comprehension reading was in the average category. The 
analysis result showed the mean score of reading comprehension was 61.80. The 
level of students’ writing ability was in the average category. The analysis result 
showed the mean score of students’ writing ability was 6.2713. In analyzing the 
data of the correlation analysis it was found that there is a significant correlation 
between reading comprehension and writing ability. The results of this study 
showed that the correlation coefficient level between reading comprehension and 
writing ability was 0.323 with the significance value 0.000 that lower alpha value 
0.05. Thus, reading comprehension gave positive contribution to students’ ability 
in writing.  

Keywords : reading comprehension, writing ability, and correlation 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter consists of: (1) background, (2) problem of the study, (3) 

objective of the study, and (4) significances of the study. 

1.1 Background 

Language is one of the important aspects of life. People use language for 

social interaction because it has functions to connect people with their 

surrounding and in daily activity to interact, communicate, socialize with their 

surroundings, and get information through mind, idea, and feeling. One of the 

important languages is English as it used by many people around the world. So 

that, it plays an important role as international language.  

Moreover, Murcia (2001, p. 96) stated that English is second or foreign 

language learning that is often viewed as the most determining of all language 

skills. English is mostly used all around the world in various countries and field 

that many countries use it as their native language or the second language and 

even as a foreign language. In Indonesia, the role of English is as a foreign 

language. Learning a foreign language is the process that learners learn the four 

basic skills in English, namely: reading, listening, speaking and writing skill. 

These skills are divided into two part, they are productive and receptive skills. 

Speaking and writing are considered as productive skills because learners have 

opportunity to create the language. While receptive skills that the skills where the 
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learners only receive the language. The receptive skills are listening and reading 

(Nunan 2003, p. 48). 

Reading is one of the basic skills of language learning that is important to 

learn by students. According to Brown (2001), reading is the process of 

constructing meaning from a written text, from reading the students can acquire a 

valuable source of information that can improve their thinking to generate the 

ideas from the written text they read. Furthermore, Klingner (2007) claimed that 

reading is activity had a purpose to comprehend the text and gain the information 

and knowledge. Pang (2003), adds that reading is about understanding written 

texts. It is a complex activity that involves both perception and thought that 

consists of two related processes: word recognition and comprehension. Word 

recognition refers to the process of perceiving how written symbols correspond to 

one’s spoken language. Meanwhile, comprehension is the process of making 

sense of words, sentences and connected text (p. 6). Reading activity consists of 

word recognition and comprehension processes. It refers to interactive process 

between reader and text to comprehend the writer’s message. The readers use their 

prior knowledge to develop and understand the new information from the text.  

Reading contains the activity to understand the text and information in the 

text. To understand and get some points from the text, the reader needs 

comprehension to the text. Therefore, reading cannot be separated from 

comprehension. Meanwhile, Brassell and Rasinski (2008, p. 18) explained reading 

comprehension as the ability to take information from written text and do 

something with it in a way that demonstrates knowledge or understanding of that 
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information. It means that reading is not only to read every single sentence in a 

paragraph but also to comprehend the contents of the texts as well. In other words, 

the readers can identify the main idea in paragraph, get information from the text, 

conclude the reading text correctly and find the purpose of the text.  

Reading comprehension is not easy to be mastered. The readers should be 

able to know the meaning of words and understand what they read. However, 

Shehu (2015) showed that reading comprehension difficulty occurred frequently 

even in students who were good in decoding and spelling. This difficulty in 

reading comprehension occurs for many reasons. They were vocabulary, working 

memory absence of extensive reading, and types of text. Comprehension is the 

ability to process the text, understand the meaning of discourse context, it can 

make the reader feel more comfortable with the language and can write better in 

English. Meanwhile, a good reader usually makes a good piece of writing, reading 

and writing are related each other (Zainal & Husin 2012). Since to an audience, 

writing can be said as a process of giving and putting idea or message into words. 

Moreover, the successfulness in writing depends on how much the readers can 

understand what the writer’s mean.  

Writing is the process of expressing ideas, thinking, or feeling in words on 

the piece of paper, transferring information and massage in grammatical sentence 

that expressed in the text. Myers (2005) stated writing ability is a skill of 

communicating a message to reader for a purpose. The purpose of writing is to 

provide information, to persuade the reader, and to create a literary work. The 

term of ability is defined as skill or power of someone to write correctly. Writing 
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ability refers to indirect communication to convey information, message and ideas 

which we transfer our thought and felling grammatical and vocabulary with 

correct sentences. Furthermore, based on the writer’s observation during doing 

teaching practice program (PPL) at SMA Negeri 11 Palembang. Many students 

had problems and difficulties in comprehending their English text and writing 

especially for the tenth grade students. The students had a lot of mistakes of 

spelling and choices of words. They did not know how to figure out particularly 

the components of the reading, such as topic sentence, identify general 

information, summarized the text and when the students were asked to write they 

faced difficulties to develop their ideas in writing. The teachers should plan 

appropriate classroom activities to support the learning of writing skill process. 

In the Curriculum 2013, Senior High School students especially the tenth 

graders learn some texts in the teaching and learning process such as descriptive 

text, recount text, announcement text, narrative text, procedure text, etc. The text 

types focused on this study was recount text. Recount text is one of the famous 

genre of texts that should be taught to students of senior high school especially 

tenth graders. Hyland (2003 p. 29) stated that recount text is a sequential text that 

has social function to reconstruct past experience by retelling in original sequence. 

The purpose of recount text is to inform and to entertain the past event for readers.  

In terms opinions many studies have previously explored these variables 

that related to reading and writing. Ershadi and Syarfi (2012) found that there was 

a significant correlation between reading and writing. The students’ knowledge of 

reading comprehension played an important role in increasing their writing ability. 
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The students need to understand more the aspects of reading such as main idea, 

detail information, vocabulary. The students also need to understand more the 

aspects of writing in order to improve their ability, such as vocabulary to develop 

their ideas in writing and summarize paragraphs. Furthermore, Maulana (2015) 

confirmed that there was a positive correlation between reading-writing in 

narrative text. She argued that students tended to be confident in writing English if 

they were good in vocabulary mastery. Students could improve their vocabulary 

by reading a lot, finding and memorizing new words, getting new information and 

enriching the vocabulary mastery which resulted in a good writing.  

 Based on the above explanation, the writer was interested in conducting 

the research entitled “The Correlation between Reading Comprehension and 

Writing Ability of the Tenth Grade Students of SMA Negeri 11 Palembang”. 

 

1.2 Problem of the Study 

1.2.1 Limitation of the Problem 

The limitation of this study was to find out the correlation between 

students’ reading comprehension and writing ability of the tenth grade of SMA 

Negeri 11 Palembang, particularly in recount text. 

 

1.2.2 Formulation of the Problem 

On the basis of limitation above, the problem of this study was 

formulated: “Was there any significant correlation between reading 

comprehension and writing ability of the tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 11 

Palembang?” 
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1.3 Objective of the Study 

Based on the problem above, the objective of the study was to find out 

whether or not there was a significant correlation between reading 

comprehension and writing ability of the tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 11 

Palembang. 

 

1.4 Significances of the Study 

Hopefully, the significances of the study could be able to give contribution 

and benefits to the students, the teachers, the other researchers and the writer 

herself. 

1. For the Students  

The results of this study are expected to increase their students’ reading 

comprehension and to improve their writing ability of the tenth grade at 

SMA Negeri 11 Palembang, particularly in recount text. 

2. For the Teachers 

Hopefully, the results of this study are useful as reference and feedback for 

English teachers to help the students’ reading comprehension and writing 

ability. 

3. For the Writer and the Other Researchers 

The results of this study are considered as valuable information for the 

writer and could be reference to the other researchers in conducting the 

further study focusing on reading comprehension and writing ability. 

 



  7 
 

REFERENCES 

Anderson, M. & Anderson, K. (2003). Text types in English 2. Australia: 
Macmilan Education. 

Arikunto, S. (2010). Prosedur penelitian pendidikan. Jakarta: PT. Rineka Cipta. 

Aron, A., Coupus, E.J., & Aron, E.N. (2011). Students for the behavorial and 
social sciences (5th Edition). NY: Pearson Education, Inc. 

Boardman, C. A. & Frydenberg, J. (2008). Writing to communication. (3th 
Edition). New York: Pearson Education, Inc. 

Bordens, K. S. & Abbott, B. B. (2011). Research design and methods: A process 
approach. (8th Edition). New York: Mc Gra-Hill Companies. 

Brassell, D., & Rasinski, T. (2008). Comprehension that work: Taking students 
beyond ordinary understanding `to deep comprehension. Hungtington 
Beach, CA: Shell Education. 

Brown, H. D. (2001). Teaching by principles: An interactive approach to 
language pedagogy (2nd edition). London, England: Longman. 

 
Brown, H. D. (2004). Language assessment: Principles and classroom practice. 

New York: Addison Wesley Longman, Inc. 
 
Brown, H. D. (2007). Principles of language learning and teaching. (5th Edition). 

New York: Pearson Education. 
 
Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research planning, conducting and 

evaluating  quantitative and qualitative research. (4th Edition). New 
York: Cambridge University Press.  

 
Depdiknas, (2006). Kurikulum 2006 standar kompetensi SMA/MA. Jakarta: 

Dharma Bakti. 
 
Ershadi P, R., Syarfi, M., & Maria S, D. (2012). The correlation between reading 

comprehension and writing narrative text ability of the third semester 
students of English study program teachers training and education faculty 
of University of Riau. Unpublished Thesis. Riau: University of Riau. 

 
Field, A. (2005). Discovering statistics using SPSS (2nd Edition). London: SAGE. 

Publication Ltd. 

Fitriani, S. (2018). The correlation between students’ interests and their reading 
comprehension. Riau: University of Islam Negeri Sultan Syarif  

 



  8 
 

Fraenkel, J.R. & Wallen, N. E. (2009). How to design and evaluate research to 
education. (7th Edition). New York: Mc. Graw Hill. 

 
Fraenkel, R. J,Wallen, N. E&Hyun, H. H. (2012). How to design and evaluate 

research in  education. (8th Edition). New York: Mc. Graw Hill. 
 
Harmer, J. (2004). How to teach writing. England: Pearson Education Limited. 
 
Hartono, Rudi. (2007). Genres of Text. Pekan baru: UNNES 
 
Hyland, K. (2003). Second language writing. Cambridge University Press: 

London, UK. 
 
Juriati. D. E. (2018). The correlation between reading and writing in descriptive 

text: Southeast Asian, Journal of islamic education, 1 (1), 1-14 
 
Kemendikbud. (2013). Kerangka dasar kurikulum 2013. Kementerian Pendidikan 

dan Kebudayaan Direktorat Jenderal Pendidikan Dasar . Jakarta 
 
Klinger, K., J, V, Sharon & Boardman, A. (2007). Teaching reading 

comprehension to students with learning difficulties. New York: The 
Guilford Press. 

 
Knapp, P., & Watkins, M. (2005). Genre, texts, grammar: Technologies for 

teaching and assessing writing. Sydney: University Of New South Wales 
Press. 

 
Maulana, I. (2015). The correlation between students’ reading habit and their 

ability of writing narrative text. Semarang: University of Semarang. 
 
Murcia. C. C. M. (2001). Teaching English as foreign language. United states of 

America. 
 
Myers, David G. (2005). Social psychology. (5th edition). USA: McGraw-Hill 

Companies, Inc. 
 
Nunan, D. (2003). Practical English language teaching. New York: McGraw Hill. 
 
Nuruddin, I. K., Seken, L. P & Artini (2013). The effect of numbered head 

together and question answer relationship techniques on students’ reading 
comprehension: a comparative study. Faculty of language and art. 
University of Ganesha  

 
Pang, S. E. (2003). Teaching reading. Switzerland: The International Academy 

Education, IAE 
 



  9 
 

Shehu, I. (2015). Reading comprehension problems encountered by foreign 
language students, case study: Albania, Croatia. Journal of 
interdisciplinary studies, 4 (1), 91-96. 

 
Westwood, P. (2008). What teachers need to know about learning 

difficulties.Victoria: Australian Council for Educational Research Ltd. 
 
Widiati. U, Rohmah. Z & Furaidah (2017). Bahasa Inggris/kementrian pendidikan 

dan kebudayaan edisi-revisi Jakarta: Kementrian dan kebudayaan: 
https://buku.kemdikbud.go.id. 

 
Zainal. Z.,& Husin, S. H (2012). A study on the effects of reading on writing 

performance among faculty of Civil Engineering students. 
http://study_on_the_effect_of_reading_on_writing_performance_among_f
aculty_of_civil_engineering_students.pdf 

 


