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ABSTRACT 

 
The objective of this study was to find out whether or not there was any 

significant differences of the tenth graders’ reading comprehension between the 

students who were taught by using paired reading method and those who are not 

at sma muhammadiyah 01 palembang. this study's sample consisted of 71 students 

chosen using a purposive selection approach. they were placed into two groups: 

experimental and control groups. this study used a quasi-experimental design. the 

data collection tool were reading comprehension a using paired reading method , 

which was administered twice to the sample (pretest and posttest). there were 30 

valid multiple-choice questions. the test resulted in a two-tailed significant 

difference (p=0,309) above the significance level (0.05). hence, the hypothesis 

was accepted, signifying a noteworthy distinction in reading comprehension 

between students was any significant differences of the tenth graders’ reading 

comprehension between the students who were taught by using paired reading 

method and those who are not at sma muhammadiyah 01 palembang, the null 

hypothesis (ho) was rejected and the alternative hypothesis (ha) confirmed. there 

was a substantial to  there was any significant differences of the tenth graders’ 

reading comprehension between the students who were taught by using paired 

reading method and those who are not at SMA muhammadiyah 01 palembang. 
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1 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter discusses about: (1) background of the study, (2) limitations 

of the study, (3) formulation of the study, (4) objectives of the study, and (5) 

significances of the study. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 English is an international language. English not only known as the 

language of the English people, but also as the language spoken by people in 

many countries. English began in what is now the British-Isles. At the beginning 

of the fifth century, Britain was invaded by three tribes from Northern Europe: 

The Angles, Saxons and Jutes. These three tribes settled down on the island and 

merged into one people. The three dialects they spoke naturally grew into a single 

language, the English language. English is clarified as a Germanic language. It is 

one of the languages related to German, Dutch, Norwegian and Swedish. Its 

history goes back to the year 450, when the old English is marked. The history of 

the English language is generally divided into three periods: Old English (450-

1150), Middle English (1150-1500) and Modern English (1500-present) (Qin, 

1983). The English language began with very small population. However, after 

years of development, now it is probably one of the most widely spoken 

languages in the world.  

 With the development of the English language, it has many varieties in 

different parts of the world. Different varieties differ in accent, vocabulary, 

grammar, discourse, sociolinguistics, and have its respective characteristics in 
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pronunciation, tone, intonation, spelling and so on. Therefore, it is important for 

English language learners to observe the differences in language use.  

 Reading, a required skill in academic and social life, is a basic language 

skill. According to (Akyol, 2003) “the process of establishing meaning in a 

suitable environment using appropriate information based on effective 

communication between the author and the reader in accordance with the 

appropriate aim and method,” may be the most descriptive. As this definition 

indicates, reading and comprehension may seem to be different things, but are 

actually two parts of a whole that needs continuous improvement in education. 

The ultimate purpose of reading comprehension is to extract and construct 

meaning from all kinds of text (Snow, 2002). Reading involves the interaction 

between the skills and cognitive processes of the reader and the linguistic 

characteristics of a text. The reader needs to integrate text information with prior 

knowledge to form a mental representation of the meaning of the text (Van Dijk, 

Kintsch, & Van Dijk, 1983).  

In the education field, the lack of interest in reading leads to the increasing 

number of students that face certain problem to improve their reading skills 

(Grabe & Stoller, 2019). The reading proficiency gap among students was 

growing. This issue needs to be treated seriously because without the right 

assistance, many students who struggle with reading may not be able to make up 

for the many obstacles they faced when trying to comprehend what they read. The 

main cause of the students' propensity to be reluctant readers has been their 

reading difficulties (Liando & Tatipang, 2022). Teaching is not merely a matter of 

techniques and teacher role as well as material but also aspects related to an 
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atmosphere within the teaching and learning take place. This means that there 

should be process of activities which will make the condition of class more 

interesting as well as effective especially in reading class. 

 Based on the preliminary research on October 16
th

, 2023 that the 

researcher did interview with English teachers who taught in tenth grade at SMA 

Muhammadiyah 01 Palembang and got the information such as scoring students' 

reading comprehension achievement remained low. It can be proven from the 

students’ score of their daily exercise, more than 60% of students got below 70 as 

their final score, students’ difficulty to find out the main idea in the text, and 

students always boring when they were read the text especially recount text. The 

issues were brought by the learning process's monotonous method. It is a severe 

issue because the issues affect other aspects of teaching and learning. The students 

were unable to comprehend a text well enough to get information from it 

thoroughly. The paired reading method aim to improve students' comprehension, 

so the researcher will use this method to solve these problems. 

According to Topping (1995) in Liando, Katiandagho, & Rorimpandey 

(2023) in paired reading method, students take turns playing the roles of teacher 

and students in order to increase reading fluency and comprehension. Students sit 

side by side while one reads and the other follows along, with assistance from the 

teacher as needed.  

 The research about paired reading and reading comprehension has been 

widely covered by other researchers (Topping, 2017; Wolfendale, 2017; Smith, 

2021; Snow, 2021; Hjetland, 2020; Brinchmann, 2020; Rogers, 2023; Gardner, 

2023; Liando, Katiandagho, & Rorimpandey, 2023; Wahyudin, Sahraini, & Syam, 
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2022), result from Liando, Katiandagho, & Rorimpandey show mean score post-

test is 7.93 and mean score of pre-test is 6.63, and result from Wahyudin, Sahriani, 

& Syam show mean score of pre-test 42.00 and mean score of post-test70.33. but 

the research on the use of paired reading in improving reading comprehension is 

still uncommon, especially for EFL students. Thus, this study was expected to fill 

the gap in reading comprehension. This research investigated the use of paired 

reading method in reading comprehension and discover how far this method can 

assist the students improve their fluency and comprehension in reading. Thus, the 

researcher was interested in conducting the research entitled “Using paired 

reading method to improve the tenth graders’ reading comprehension at SMA 

Muhammadiyah 01 Palembang”.  

 

1.2     Limitation of the study 

          The limitations of this study focus on the effects of using paired reading on 

the tenth graders’ reading comprehension on recount text at SMA Muhammadiyah 

01 Palembang. 

 

1.3     Formulation of the problem 

          The problem of this study was formulated as follows “Was there any 

significant differences of the tenth graders’ reading comprehension between the 

students who were taught by using paired reading method and those who are not 

at SMA Muhammadiyah 01 Palembang?” 

1.4     Objective of the study 

          The objective of this study was to find out whether or not there was any 

significant differences of the tenth graders’ reading comprehension between the 
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students who were taught by using paired reading method and those who are not 

at SMA Muhammadiyah 01 Palembang. 

 

1.5 Significances of the study 

 The researcher expects that this study was able to give contributions and 

benefits to teachers, researcher, students, and future researchers.  

1. For the teachers 

The result of this study was expected to give information to the teachers of 

English about effectiveness of paired reading comprehension. 

2. For the researcher 

By conducting this study, it is expected to add his knowledge on how the 

method of paired reading improve the tenth graders’ reading 

comprehension and it would be information for his as the experiences in 

teaching English for future. 

3. For the students 

The result of this study is expected to give information and encourage the 

students to study English, applying paired reading. 

4. For the Future Research 

This study can serve as a foundation for future research in the field of 

education, particularly in exploring other effective teaching methods that 

can improve students’ reading comprehension. 
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