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ABSTRACT 

 
 

Speaking is an important aspect in language learning. By speaking people can get 

information and express their ideas. One of factors affects students in learning speaking is 

self-motivation. Thus, the writer would like to conduct the study entitled “The 

Correlation between Self-motivation and Speaking Achievement of the Eleventh Grade 

Students of Senior High School of Pesantren Modern Sultan Mahmud Badaruddin 

Palembang”. The objectives of this study was to find out whether or not significant 

correlation between self-motivation and speaking achievement of the eleventh grade 

students of Senior High School of Pesantren Modern Sultan Mahmud Badaruddin 

Palembang. Correlational method was used as the research method in this study. The 

sample of this study was sixty three of the eleventh grade students of Senior High School 

of Pesantren Modern Sultan Mahmud Badaruddin Palembang. Based on the result of 

analyses, the data were collected by giving speaking test which was scored by two raters 

and giving questionnaire for self-motivation data questionnaire. The data were analyzed 

by using descriptive analysis and correlation analysis. It was found that no correlation 

coefficient level between students’ self-motivation and speaking achievement was 0.141 

with the significant value was higher than 0.05. It indicated that both variables weren’t 

correlated. 

Key Words: Correlation, Self-motivation, speaking achievement 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter presents (1) background, (2) problems of the study, (3) objectives of the 

study, and (4) significance of the study. 

 

1.1 Background 

Speaking is an important aspect in language learning. By speaking we can get 

information or ideas. Speaking is oral communication which maintains social relationship 

with the others. In contrast, most learners think that speaking is the most difficult skill when 

they learn English as a foreign language. 

In relation to that, Rahman and Devianti (2012) pointed out in oral communication or 

interaction for example in a discussion or within a conversation, there are potential problems 

that can hinder the students to speak which are shyness, nervousness, feeling afraid of 

making mistakes, not knowing how to pronounce certain words. 

One of factors affects students in learning speaking is self motivation. Self motivation 

seems having an important role in developing students’ speaking achievement. Self 

motivation is energy of students which come from inside or outside encouraging themselves 

to do something (Shams, 2008). Harmer (2007, p.3) states it will give strength to students in 

learning speaking in order to speak up. In fact, motivated students will do everything which 

supports their performance. They will do the best way to get the best result. 

Motivation is an individual reason for behaving in a given manner and given 

situation. It also means impulse, emotion or desire that moves one to a particular action or to 

do something and keep on doing it. Consequently, if the people have reasons to perform an 

action, they have high motivation, and the people who do not have significant reason, they 

have low motivation. (Mahdi, 2015). 
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However, every student has different perception about speaking. Not all students 

perceive speaking in the same feeling. Many students judge speaking is a difficult subject to 

be learned. There are many factors that cause students getting problems in learning speaking. 

Many students are lack of vocabulary as not knowing what to say in English. Students often 

complain that they cannot think of anything to say. Besides, Speaking problems are some 

problems that make someone lacks of speaking ability. According to Doris and Jessica 

(2007), language problems actually serve as one of the important reasons behind poor 

academic performance. These problems may become the obstacles for the students to 

enhance and improve their speaking ability. The reasons why the students are having 

problems in their speaking because they are poor in grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation. 

Those problems are belonging to linguistics problems. Thus, they consider that speaking is 

difficult skill to practice. 

Based on the explanation above about students’ perception of speaking, it is assumed 

that many Indonesian students have low motivation in learning speaking. Actually, all of 

students have different motivation in learning speaking. Some of them are highly motivated 

students. Students with high motivation in learning speaking will push themselves to speak 

up. They will overcome obstacles which come to them with strong strength from inside. 

Moreover, motivated students often get best result because motivation will improve their 

performance. They will become the most successful students. In contrast, low motivated 

students will have little interest to the subject and tend to have difficulty in learning (Ormrod, 

2009, p.59). In fact, most of students have low motivation in learning speaking. 

Regarding to the curriculum of 13 (K-13), speaking skill is one of skills that the 

students would master in order to increase the students’ English skill as a compulsory subject 

at Senior High School. Based on the standard competence of eleventh grade of Senior High 

School, the students were emphasized to be able to express meaning in essay in form of 
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hortatory exposition text in the context of daily life. 

A hortatory exposition is a type of spoken or written text that is intended to explain 

the listeners or readers that something should or should not happen or be done. In other 

words, the main function of Hortatory Exposition text is to persuade the readers or listener 

that something should or should not be the case (Cahyono, Kristiawan & Dwi, 2006). To 

strengthen the explanation, the speaker or writer needs some arguments as the fundamental 

reasons of the given idea. In other words, this kind of text can be called as argumentation. 

Hortatory exposition text can be found in scientific books, journals, magazines, newspaper 

articles, academic speech or lectures, research report etc. Hortatory expositions are popular 

among science, academic community and educated people. It means that the text asserts 

something to the readers by giving supporting statement and evidence to convince it. To 

make the persuasion stronger, the speaker or writer gives some arguments as the fundamental 

reasons why something is the case (Cahyono, Kristiawan & Dwi, 2006). 

Based on the explanation above, the study is conducted to know students self-

motivation and to know whether there is any correlation between self motivation and their 

speaking achievement at the Senior High School of Pesantren Modern Sultan Mahmud 

Badaruddin Palembang. Based on the observation and interview with English teacher, the 

students at the eleventh grade of the Senior High School of Pesantren Modern Sultan 

Mahmud Badaruddin Palembang still had low motivation. It can be seen from the students’ 

learning process, when the students in front of class students had no initiative and results of 

the examination. Thus, the writer conducted study entitled “The Correlation between Self 

Motivation and Speaking Achievement of the Senior High School of Pesantren Modern 

Sultan Mahmud Badaruddin Palembang”. 
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1.2 Problem of the Study 

The problem of the study was formulated in the following question was as follows 

“Was there are any significant correlation between students’ self motivation and students’ 

speaking achievement of senior high school of the Pesantren Modern Sultan Mahmud 

Badaruddin Palembang?” 

 

1.3 Objective of the Study 

The objective of the study was to find out significant correlation between students’ 

self motivation and students’ speaking achievement at the eleventh grade of senior high 

school of the Pesantren Modern Sultan Mahmud Badaruddin Palembang. 

 

1.4 Significances of the Study 

Hopefully, this result of study would be given beneficial and some contribution for 

the students, the teacher, the writer himself and other researchers. 

First, for the students, it is useful for the students to know the importance of self-

motivation because this study was to know the students’ motivation in learning speaking and 

their speaking achievement. Moreover, the students are expected to improve their motivation 

in order to increase their speaking achievement. 

For the teachers, it is useful for teachers at Senior High School to improve students’ 

motivation in learning speaking. By knowing the students motivation, the teachers could 

know the reasons why the students have low motivation or high motivation. So, the teachers 

could stimulate the students’ motivation by giving various strategies or techniques in 

teaching - learning English skills, especially speaking skill.  

Last, for the writer himself and other researchers, the result of this study gives his 

knowledge to conduct the correlation study and can be used as a reference for other 

researchers who are interested in conducting similar study. 
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